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Family Newsletter 
 

Nokomis Montessori South 
February 2020, Issue 6 

 
Dear Nokomis Montessori South Families- 

Our Nokomis staff have been working hard this week to prepare for 
bringing students back into the school building while also making 
plans for virtual learning for those that are continuing to work from 
home. 
 
Just a reminder that our Children’s House and E1 students that are 
registered for in person school return on Monday, February 1. Our E2 
students will continue in virtual learning for two weeks. Those 
registered to start in person will start on Tuesday, February 16. 
 
We are all doing something we have never done before. We cannot 
say enough how much we appreciate your support, patience, and 
partnership in this work. 

 
As we reopen our school building, students will find some things 
quite familiar. Other things might feel a little different such as all of 
their teachers wearing masks and face shields. Please encourage them 
to talk with you or with our staff community if they have any 
questions or concerns. We also ask that our families with students 
returning to in-person learning take some time to read through this 
newsletter. We outline our updated policies related to visitors in the 
building as well as our arrival and dismissal procedures. 

 
Like always, please reach out to us anytime with questions by 
emailing or messaging your teachers on Seesaw or Schoology. You 
can also contact the main office at 651-744-5500. I’m also available 
at 651-274-2597 or email at abigail.felber-smith@spps.org.  
 
We continue to wish you all the best in these challenging times.  
 
In partnership, 
 
Abby Felber-Smith, Principal 

 

Upcoming Events 

February 1 
First day of in-person 
programming for Children’s 
House and E1 

 
February 11 
PTO Meeting (via Zoom) 
 
February 15 
NO SCHOOL—Presidents’ Day 
 
February 16 
First day in-person for E2 
 

Important 
Announcement 

Curbside Library will start again 
on Tuesday, February 16. You 
can complete a form requesting 
books from our school library. 
 
Once the request is submitted, 
watch for an email confirmation 
that your books are ready for 
pick-up. The email will let you 
know when you can pick up 
your books. Pick-up days will be 
on Tuesdays from 1:45-2:45 PM. 
 
Email joshua.robinson@spps.org 
with any questions. 
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Counselor’s Corner 
 
Nokomis Montessori South Students and Families, 
 
The opportunity for in-person learning has finally arrived after nearly a year of being 
away from the school building and Puppy and I couldn’t be more excited.  In 
addition, Puppy and I are delighted to continue to see all of the virtual learners 
online as well. 🐶 
 
School counseling lessons will continue to be rolled out on Wednesday mornings 
on Seesaw and Schoology, unless I’m delivering in-person lessons to classes on a bi-
weekly basis and then arrangements will be made ahead of time with classroom 
teachers.  During the month of February, we will be focusing on re-establishing our 
routines, sharing our thoughts and feelings about the mid-year school changes, and 
more.   
 
Attention 5th grade students and families, we continue to be in the midst of middle 
school registration with lots of opportunities to learn about potential school choices.  
Please check out my counseling website HERE with information on upcoming 
virtual family and student events.  Please remember that the school choice 
application should be filled out by March 5th, 2021 for a better chance to get into 
the school of your choice. If you do not fill out an application your student will 
automatically be assigned to Parkway, which is our pathway school.   
 
Online lunch bunches have been a hit for students and will remain in place for 
virtual learners for the time being.  Please follow the schedule below to join Ms. 
Becky in Google Meet from 12:00-12:30.   
-Children’s House meets on Mondays using the code: nokomischlunch 
-E1 meets on Wednesdays using the code: nokomise1lunch 
-E2 meets on Fridays using the code: nokomise2lunch 
 
As always, if you ever need to reach out to me with any questions, concerns, or 
anything else then please email me at: kyle.johnson3@spps.org, call the main office 
at 651-744-5500 or you can also fill out this Parent Referral as well. 
 
 
Thank you and have a great month of February, 
 
Mr. Kyle 
 
 
Important News 

Si desea recibir el boletín familiar en papel o si desea que se traduzca, 
llame a la Sra. Beth al 651-744-5500. 

Yog koj xav tau daim ntawv tshaj ntawm, Family Newsletter, txhais 
lus Hmoob, thov hu rau Ms.beth, tus xov tooj yog 651-744-
5500.  Daim, Family newsletter, no qhia txog seb peb ua dabtsi tom 
tsev kawm ntawv, xws li puas muaj kev pab dabtsi rau me nyuam, 
puas muaj tej yam rau me nyuam kawm ib lub hli twg no. Ua tsaug. 

 
  

 

   Partnering Together! 

Reach out! 

Please reach out if you think your 
child would benefit from a 1:1 
check-in video conference with 
one of our student and family 
support team members. Form here.  

 

Family Q&A sessions 

Principal Abby will host some 
informal virtual gatherings where 
families can meet one another, ask 
questions, and provide feedback. 
More information coming soon 
about sessions for February and 
March.  
 
 

Remember to follow us on 
Twitter 

@NokomisSouth 
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If you would like the monthly family newsletter in paper form or if you would like to have it translated, 
please call Ms. Beth at 651-744-5500. 
 
Pick-up and drop-off procedures (see diagram below) 
Our morning drop-off procedures will be similar to previous years. Students must be dropped off outside 
our main entrance off the parking lot between 9:15-9:30 AM. Students cannot be escorted by family 
members to their classrooms or anywhere else inside the building due to our more limited visitor policy. 
 
Our dismissal procedures will be different than previous years. Each family that picks up regularly will 
get assigned a number that matches a number attached to their child’s backpack. The family will pull up 
in the parking lot starting at 3:50 PM, show a staff member their assigned number (which will be given 
out the first time you pick up), and staff will walk the student out to meet them. Families can park along 
Fremont Avenue or outside the bus loading zone on 3rd Avenue East and walk to the front doors and 
wait for their child to meet them outside. The staff members outside will ask for identification if they do 
not recognize the person picking up. Again, families will not be allowed in the building to pick up their 
child.  
 
If you need to drop off or pick up your child outside the regular arrival and dismissal times, please call 
our main office at least 10 minutes in advance (651-744-5500). 
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Nokomis Montessori South Curbside Library—New time! 
Curbside Library will be up and running again on Tuesday, February 16. You can complete a form 
requesting books from our school library. Once the request is submitted, watch for an email 
confirmation that your books are ready for pick-up. The email will let you know when you can pick up 
your books. Pick-up days will be on Tuesdays from 1:45-2:45 PM. Email joshua.robinson@spps.org 
with any questions. 
 
Who is teaching in which program? 
Starting on February 1, we will be providing programming both in-person and virtually. Below is a list of 
our current teacher assignments. 
 
Children’s House 
Amy C: In-person 
Kristie: In-person 
Shannon: Virtual 
Beth: Virtual 
 
E1 
Susan: In-person 
Luke: In-person 
Mor Chia: In-person 
Katie: Virtual 
Jenna: Virtual 
 
E2 
Amy B: In-person 
Eric: In-person 
Nicci: Virtual 
 
Many other staff members will be supporting students in both the virtual and in-person programs. If you 
have any questions at all, please reach out to your child’s teacher or our main office at 651-744-5500. 
  
School Visitor Policy 
SPPS must reduce the number of adults visiting our buildings to help ensure the health and safety of our 
students and staff. Students must be dropped off outside school building entrances. Students cannot be 
escorted by family members to their classrooms or anywhere else inside the building. In addition, 
families will not be allowed to have lunch, observe a class, volunteer or engage in any other activities in 
school buildings. 
 
We understand this is disappointing for many of our students and families. We are implementing these 
changes to minimize risk and help ensure the health and safety of our students and staff. 
 
We understand many students have not even been in our school building. We will have plenty of staff 
on hand the first few weeks to support students as they arrive in the mornings to ensure they make it to 
their classroom. 
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Health Screening 
Families should conduct a health screening every morning before sending their student to school or the 
bus stop. School staff will also monitor for symptoms throughout the school day. If your child is 
exhibiting any COVID-19 symptoms, do not send them to school. Please report the absence and submit 
a report to the COVID-19 Reporting System as soon as possible. 
 
iPads and Learning Format 
Seesaw and Schoology will continue to be used for sharing and collecting schoolwork, in addition to 
direct instruction and learning support for students learning in person. Students will be expected to bring 
their iPads home each day, charge them overnight, and bring them back to school the next day. Review 
the Student and Family checklist for iPads at spps.org/distancelearning. 
 

Face Coverings and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
Everyone Kindergarten age and up who enters a SPPS building is required to wear a face covering unless 
medically exempt. Students will receive some cloth masks from school. They can also bring their own. 
We suggest they have 1-2 extra in their backpack when possible. 
 

COVID-19 Student and Family Guidelines 
Families should familiarize themselves with these guidelines, which are updated regularly and cover 
prevention strategies, health screening and monitoring, exclusion guidance, and the SPPS COVID-19 
Reporting System.  
 
Like always, please reach out with any questions. You can call our main office at 651-744-5500. You 
can also reach Principal Abby at abigail.felber-smith@spps.org or 651-274-2597. 
 
Updates from our Nokomis Montessori South Parent-Teacher-Organization (PTO) 
Our Nokomis Montessori South PTO meets each month. If you are interested in learning more about the 
work of the PTO, please email nokomissouthpto@gmail.com. The next PTO meeting is on February 11 
at 7:00 PM. 
 
When you shop at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-2846688 Amazon donates money directly to 
Nokomis Montessori PTO at no extra cost to you.  Click on the link to go to amazon smile.  Happy 
shopping! 
 
Distance Learning Tips (for those staying in the Virtual Learning program) 
Please know that both students and families can attend a teacher’s 
office hours. Office hours are a great time to connect with a teacher 
regarding any questions. 

 

 
 


